Nitanju Bolade Casel
Ending a four year cultural experience in Dakar, Senegal and beginning her journey with SHIR in 1985 as a singer/songwriter, dancer/choreographer, Nitanju is constantly balancing the added territory of wife, mother, publisher, treasurer/financial director for Sweet Honey, and producer of the latest recording, Experience…101 which was nominated for a 2008 Grammy® award. Competing as a finalist in the 2006 & 2007 International Songwriter’s Competition, Nitanju’s compositions for children can be found in the 2006 Australian Broadcasting Company’s Educational Series, “Sing!” as well as Silver Burdett & Ginns, World of Music.  
As a presenter for Grammy® in the Schools, and co-director with her sister, Aisha Kahlil for First World Productions, Nitanju has worked extensively in school systems around the country with children of all ages in both music and dance. In her fight against domestic violence, she wrote, Run, which was included in a compilation released by Respond, Inc. – an organization dedicated to assisting battered women and their children.  Her arrangement of We Shall Not Be Moved became part of Black Hands, Blue Seas:  The African American Maritime Experience, presented by Mystic Seaport in 2006.  
Oprah Winfrey’s film adaptation of Beloved, written by Toni Morrison and directed by Jonathan Demme, was Nitanju’s film debut and she is looking forward to future projects that involve music and film.  Humor is a vital key to this woman’s survival, so don’t be surprised that at any given moment, you may find her laughing.
